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1141 June 10, 1904 

Inspection at Benavides. 

San Diego, May 31, 1904. 

I inspected Benavides and found no sickness there excepting measles. 
The cases previously reported as arriving from Mathis are malarial 
fever. Several other cases reported as coming from the same section 
are said to be malarial or continued fever. It is believed that the 
vicinity of Mathis, as well as San Diego and Benavides, was infected 
last year, and in regard to Benavides I do not think there is any doubt. 
This point is one of the thoroughfares from Mexico, as also are Heb- 
bronville and Alice. 

I shall leave to-day for Alice, and will report next from that point. 

Inspected to-day 82 houses, containing 198 rooms; oiled, 25 ponds, 9 
barrels; vaccinated, 13. 

Fumigation work at Devine — Death from malarial disease reported. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Cock reports to Passed Assistant Surgeon 
Richardson as follows: 

Devine, Tex., May 26, 1904.. 

Up to this date we have completed the following work at this point: 

Fumigated 67 houses, containing 298 rooms; oiled, 86 tanks, 63 cis- 
terns, 109 barrels, 33 ponds, 60 water troughs, and 79 wells. 

Our work has been somewhat slower the past few days, owing to 
the damp and drizzling weather prevailing, but we are getting along 
well. 

Several of the old and well-informed citizens believe that yellow 
fever has been sporadically present since last fall. 

There was one death here this morning, reported cause, malaria. 
I learn that this is the third death in the same family occurring 
recently. I have not been able to see the attending physician, but 
shall investigate and hold a post-mortem if I can. 

Reinspection of Moore Station. 

Moore, Tex., May 28, 1904. 

The reinspection of Moore Station reveals nothing more than the 
usual illness of this section. Our campaign against the mosquito here 
sometime since has resulted in much good, and malaria is not so 
common. 

I learn that the county commissioners of this county have, in 
response to my suggestion, concluded to employ a regular inspector 
here and at Pearsall, with horse and wagon, oil, pots, and disinfecting 
materials, to keep up the work during the summer and fall. 

Fumigation work at Devine — Suspicious case from Adams's ranch. 

Devine, Tex., May 30, 1904. 
Up to this date we have accomplished the following at this point: 
Fumigated 114 houses, containing 469 rooms; oiled, barrels, 179; 
wells, 117; tanks, 125; troughs, 83. 

About May 15, a Mexican who worked on the Adams ranch, in this 
county, died on the street here, after having been ill about five days, 
with fever. He came to town for medical attention in the morning, 
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and was prescribed for by one of the local physicians. He vomited 
considerable coffee colored matter some hours prior to his death. 
Doctors Moffett and Magnus both saw the case and agree on the latter 
symptom. 

1 visited the Adams ranch for the purpose of tracing up the case, 
but no one seems to know who he was, nor where he came from — he 
having worked only nine days on the ranch. I consider the circum- 
stances of the case suspicious, and regret that the opportunity for a 
post-mortem was lost, as it occurred several days before we reached 
this place. 

Mining camp at Lytle to he Inspected. 

Devine, June 1, 1904-. 

Work finished here yesterday after the following operations: 

Fumigated 11 houses containing 45 rooms; oiled 15 barrels, 8 tanks, 
10 wells. 

We move to Lytle to-day, with material enough to work with 
to-morrow. Near Lytle, 1 mile distant, there 'are two coal mines 
working about 1,000 miners — Mexicans and Italians. This camp will 
probably require considerable disinfection. 

Doctor Evans, county physician of Medina County, suggests that 
you address a letter to the county commissioners' court, advising that 
they employ a regular health inspector to keep the work up as 
demonstrated. 

Inspection along San Marcos River — Malarial fever. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Purnell reports as follows: 

San Antonio, Tex. , May 30, 1901/,. 

1 have made an investigation of the territory lying along the San 
Marcos River between Luling and San Marcos, including both places. 
1 found that there was a large amount of malarial fever along the 
river and some in the towns. I also found that in the towns, espe- 
cially San Marcos, there prevailed a good deal of enteric fever. These 
latter cases, of course, quinine did not affect, but the other fevers are 
very readily controlled by quinine when given in the proper doses. 
There was no sickness that could be suspected of being yellow fever. 
I made inquiries concerning the prevalence of yellow fever in the ter- 
ritory last year, and found that there had been none. I learned that 
a report had been circulated relative to its having been in that section, 
and discovered that the report was entirely without foundation. 
Having finished the inspection, 1 returned to San Antonio last evening. 

Summary of work at Laredo for week, ended June 4-, 190 Jf.. 

Lakedo, Tex., June 5, 190 %. 
Week ended June 4: Fumigated, Laredo, 63 houses containing 172 
rooms; inspected 9,079 premises; 2,830 water containers oiled; 18 
sick investigated; maximum temperature 106° at week end. Cock at 
Lytle, MacGregor at Alice. New Laredo, Mexico, report for June 4: 
496 domiciliary visits; 30 containers with larvae sanitated. 

Richardson. 



